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any before attained, either by myself or others. They are the 
result of following out a simple principle of classification 
whose partial application has been long accepted; and they 
possess, I think, the merit of introducing some intelligible 
order into the most extensive of all the natural groups of 
birds, and the one whose complex and divergent affinities 
have always been a source of the greatest perplexity to syste- 
matists. I now submit my proposed arrangement to the kind 
consideration ef ornithologists as one well suited for practical 
use until a more generally acceptable one is arrived at. In 
passing judgment on it, I beg them to bear in mind that I do 
not set up the “first primary” as an infallible guide to be 
blindly followed, but only as a clue by means of which we 
may sometimes extricate ourselves from the labyrinth of. 
doubtful Passerine affinities in which we so often lose our 
way. 


XLI.—Dr. A. B. Meyer’s Ornithological Discoveries in New 
Guinea. By P. L. SCLATER. 


Brernnine in February last, Dr. Adolf Bernhard Meyer has 
made a series of communications to the Imperial Academy of 
Sciences of Vienna upon the ornithological results of his 
recent expedition to New Guinea. Of these, altogether six in 
number, we have lately received the full text, abstracts of 
them having previously come to hand. In the first of these* 
Dr. Meyer describes seven new species :— (1) Ægotheles dubius, 
from the Arfak mountains (perhaps =Æ. albertisi, Scl.) ; 
(2) Todopsis mysorensis, from Mysore; (3) Chrysococcyx 
splendidus, from the Arfak mountains; (4) Ailurædus ar- 
fakianust, from Atam; (5) Orthonyx nove-guinee, from the 
Arfak mountains; (6) Talegallus jobiensis, from Jobi; and 
(7) Megapodius geelvinkianus, from Mysore. Dr. Meyer also 
* “Ueber neue und ungentigend bekannte Vogel von Neu-Guinea und 
den Inseln der Geelvinksbai (erste Mittheilung) von Dr. Adolf Bernhard 
Meyer,” Sitz. d. k. Akad. der Wiss. vol. xlix. 1. Abth. (Feb. 1874). 


t I examined a skin of Ælurædus, from Atam, in Sign. D’Albertis’s col- 
lection, but could not distinguish it from Æ. melanotis, 
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describes the hitherto unknown male of Trichoglossus pul- 
chellus of Gray, and gives other interesting remarks on species 
allied to those above mentioned. 

In his second paper* Dr. Meyer describes Monarcha kor- 
densis, from Mysore, Artamus maximus, from the Arfak moun- 
tains, and Rectes jobiensis, from Jobi, and gives remarks on 
species of Rectes, Myiolestes, Podargus, Megapodius, &e. As 
regards the Cassowaries of New Guinea, Dr. Meyer brought 
from the vicinity of Havre Dorey one immature and another 
very young example of Casuarius, which he cannot certainly 
determine. In reference to C. papuanus of Rosenberg, ob- 
tained near the same locality, Dr. Meyer considers it doubt- 
fully distinct from C. uniappendiculatust. 

In his third paperł{ three new species of Campephaga are 
described under the names C. montana, C. maforensis, and 
C. incerta, and remarks are given upon other species of the 
genus met with. Rectes obscura is characterized as new; and 
different plumages of R. nigrescens of Schlegel, of which four 
examples were obtained, are described. Of Pachycephala, 
which is next spoken of, two new species (P. haltamensis and 
P. affinis), apparently allied to Pucheran’s Pteruthrius spini- 
caudus, were collected, besides examples of Pachycephala 
senex, Puch., and P. griseiceps, G. R. Gray. Of Monarcha 
an interesting new species of the same form as M. telescoph- 
thalma was discovered in Jobi, and is named M. insularis. 
Of the singular Corvine form, Gymnocorvus senex, three spe- 
cimens were obtained, two on the mainland of New Guinea 
and one in Jobi. They present slight differences, which are 
duly pointed out. The Strix tenebricosa of Australia is stated 
to have been procured in the Arfak mountains, also a single 


* With the same title (Zweite Mittheilung): Sitz. Ak. Wiss. Ixix. 
March 1874. 

+ Casuarius kaupi, Scl, (nec Rosenb.), is undoubtedly distinct from C, 
untappendiculatus ; and I have now renamed it C. westermanni. See P. Z. 
S. 1874, p. 247. Nor can I myself understand how it is possible to con- 
found C. uniappendiculatus with any other species. Even in its imma- 
ture brown plumage, as shown by the living example now in the Zoolo- 
gical Society’s Gardens, this Cassowary has a distinct median wattle. 

t Dritte Mittheilung: Sitz. Ak. Wiss. 1874, 1. Abth. (April 16), 
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example of what is apparently the young of Noctua hoedtit, 
Schlegel. 

Dr. Meyer next turns to the Parrots, and gives some very 
useful remarks upon Platycercus (potiùs Aprosmictus*) dor- 
salis, of which he collected a series of thirty-three examples 
in various parts of New Guinea. Other Psittacidæ spoken of 
are Trichoglossus placens and T. rubronotatus. The paper is 
concluded with some remarks on Macropygia turtur, Schlegel, 
and its local forms. 

Dr. Meyer’s fourtht memoir commences with the descrip- 
tion of Chetorhynchus papuensis, a new form allied to Dicrurus, 
from the Arfak mountains. This is followed by characters of 
Myiolestes macrorhynchus, from Mysore, Pachycephala flavo- 
grisea, Malurus alboscapulatus, and Brachypteryæ brunnei- 
ventris, from New Guinea, and Myiagra atra, from Mafoor 
and Mysore. Amaurodryus alboteniata, from Jobi (perhaps, 
as afterwards observed by the author in his fifth memoir, not 
different from Leucophantes brachyurus, Sclater), is next de- 
scribed, and remarks are given upon a second species of the 
same genus, A. hypoleuca, Gray. These are succeeded by 
notices of various Papuan Muscicapide, of which specimens 
were obtained, and notes upon Graucalus papuensis, the Pa- 
puan species of Cracticus and Ptilopus aurantifrons. The 
Cracticus crassirostris lately described by Dr. Salvadori is 
identified with C. quoyi. 

In his fifth and last memoir (read June 18, 1874), Dr. 
Meyer treats of the Meliphagidee which he met with, and de- 
scribes Melirrhophetes as a new genus, allied to Melidectes, 
nobis, with two species, M. leucostephes and M. ochromelas. 
Two other new species are characterized as Xanthotis potkilo- 
sternos (lege pecilosternus) and Tropidorhynchus jobiensis. 
A new Zosterops, from Mysore, is called Z. mysorensis; and two 
species of Gerygone, G. affinis and G. maforensis. Diceum 
geelvinkianum is a new species obtained in the islands of Ma- 
foor, Mysore, and Jobi, while D. pectorale, Mull. et Schl., was 


* Mr. Garrod tells me that, as I had always supposed, the group thus 
denominated by Mr. Gould is structurally distinct from Platycercus. 
+ Op. cit. (May 16). 
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met with in New Guinea. Of the Nectariniine form, Chalco- 
stetha aspasia, three insular varieties are recognized (in Schle- 
gelian fashion) as stirpes, maforensis, mysorensis, ct jobiensis*. 
Finally, Dr. Meyer correctly identifies Campephaga aurulenta, 
mihi, with C. sloctii, Schlegel, and (perhaps not so accurately) 
Rectes bennetti, mihi, with the young of R. nigrescens, Schle- 
gelt, and gives notes on Munia tristissima, Erythrura tri- 
chroa, Melanocharis nigra, and Ptilopus rivolii. 

It will be evident therefore that Dr. Meyer’s ornithological 
discoveries in New Guinea, have been, as was to be expected 
from what he had previously done in his former eastern jour- 
ney, neither few nor insignificant. It is to be hoped that 
these memoirs are only the preludes to a complete account of 
his work. And I venture to express a hope that some means 
will be found to effect a comparison of Dr. Meyer’s collec- 
tions with those made in the same country by Signor d’Al- 
bertis. Of a part of these I have lately published an account f ; 
but the larger remainder are now, I believe, under examina- 
tion in Italy; and the result will, I fear, be much confusion, 
unless steps be taken to compare the specimens in the two 
collections. 

Besides these papers already spoken of, Dr. Meyer has de- 
scribed some new Psittacide in the Journal of the Zoological 
and Botanical Society of Vienna for 1873 (Trichoglossus ar- 
faki, T. kordoanus, and Pionias simplex) §, and in the Journal 
of Ornithology || (Trichoglossus wilhelmine), and has written 
an article on Eclectus {in the ‘ Zoologischer Garten.’ In the 
last he endeavours to prove that the red forms of Eclectus 
(E. linnei, grandis, cardinalis et cornelie) are the females of 
the green forms, and that they all belong to one species! The 
last point is certainly not by any means proved to demon- 

* A new species of the same genus from the Sangir Islands, north of 
Celebes, is described in a footnote as C. sangurensis. 


+ See remarks, P. Z. 5. 1874, p. 419. 
t Characters of new species discovered in New Guinea by Signor d’Al- 
bertis. By P. L. Sclater, P. Z. 5. 1878, p. 690. 
§ Mitth. d. zool.-bot. Gesellsch. zu Wien. 1874 (Feb.). 
|| Journ. f. Orn. 1874, p. 56. 
4 Zoologischer Garten, 1874, p. 161. 
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stration, although strong evidence is given in favour of the 
former. We have quite failed in persuading a red Eclectus 
in the Zoological Society’s Gardens to agree to live with a 
green one, although it must be allowed that this is somctimes 
the case with legitimate man and wife. 


XLII.—On a new Species of Marsh-Warbler. 
By H. E. Dresser, F.Z.S. &c. 


A sHort time ago Dr. Otto Finsch, of Bremen, forwarded to 
me two birds from the collection of Count Ercole Turati, of 
Milan, for determination, one of which was labelled “ Sylvia 
magnirostris, Kokand, g, No. 9625.” I compared this 
specimen carefully with Acrocephalus magnirostris, Lilje- 
borg (which species I may here remark is identical with A. 
dumetorum, Blyth, from India), and also made a critical com- 
parison with other allied forms, and came to the conclusion 
that it is a distinct and probably hitherto undescribed species. 
I informed Dr. Finsch of the result of my investigations, and 
proposed to return the specimen to him, in order that he 
might describe it; but he wrote in reply stating that, if I 
felt convinced that it is distinct, he would prefer me to do 
this; and I therefore propose to call 1t Acrocephalus sogdia- 
nensis, the country where it was obtained being the Sogdiana 
of the ancients. 

This bird is more nearly allied to Acrocephalus palustris 
(Bechst.) than to 4. dumetorum, but differs in having a longer 
wing, a very much larger first primary, and being much 
greyer in tinge. Upper parts dull olive- brown, with a greyish 
tinge, rather darker on the head ; rump and upper tail-coverts 
a trifle less grey; wings and tail dull brown, the quills and 
wing-coverts narrowly margined with dirty whitish or pale 
whity brown, the tail-feathers (excepting the central rectrices) 
indistinctly margined with pale brownish white; the outermost 
rectrix, however, has this light border extending almost over 
the entire outer web, and this and the next feathers have tole- 
rably broad whitish tips, the next in order having this white 


